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“One wonders why no one in church history has ever 
been considered a heretic for being unloving. People 
were anathematized and often tortured and killed for  
disagreeing on matters of doctrine or on the authority 
of the church. But no one on record has ever been so 

much as rebuked for not living as Christ loved.” 
 

-- Gregory Boyd, The Myth of a Christian Nation 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
   

 The Reverend Dr. James E. Swanson 
Pastor’s Phone:  724-752-8383 / 724-712-1407 

Church Office Phone: 724-287-7731 
Website:  http://covenantbutler.org 

 



Order of Service for the Public Worship of God 
January 31, 2010 

Eleven O’clock, A.M. 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. James E. Swanson     Liturgist: Mark Hitchcock 
Organist /Choir Director:  Miss Beverly Antis  

 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP: 

+ Please turn off your cell phone during worship 
+ Our worship begins with the music of the organ 

________________________________________________ 
 

PRELUDE                  More Love To Thee       Van Denman Thompson 

CHORAL INTROIT      God Is In His Holy Temple    Austin C. Lovelace 

God is in His holy temple, Earthly thoughts be silent now, 
While with rev’rence we assemble, And before His presence bow.  

 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 426  
 Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak CANONBURY 
 
*PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
THE PSALM OF THE DAY     Psalm 71: 1-9, 12-19      (Pew Bible p. 512) 

  
THE INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
 
THE CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Almighty Father: we confess that we have sinned. We 
have grieved our neighbors, ignored injustice, gone along 
with evil and betrayed your unfailing love.  

Lord Jesus, Savior and Friend: we have not followed 
where you invite us to go, and we have been reluctant to 
answer when you call. 

Holy Spirit: we pray for your power to withstand the 
enemy of our souls – both from within and without.   

In your mercy, God, forgive us, and remake our hearts by 
your overwhelming love.  Set us free from our sin, and 
restore us to the joy of your salvation, now and forever. 



A TIME FOR SILENT CONFESSION 

   THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Pastor: The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into this world to save sinners.  
  (1 Timothy 1:15 )   

  Let us then proclaim God’s word of grace to each of us, 
the wonderful good news of the gospel:   

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
  Thanks be to God! 
 

  *GLORIA PATRI 579                                                                       GLORIA PATRI 

 *THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH       The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional)  

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth.   

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead.   

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

*THE GREETINGS OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP     

SHARING OF JOYS, CONCERNS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHORAL PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION   
 Bless the Lord, O My Soul Robert Lau 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, my soul;  
and all that is within me, bless His holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING      Jeremiah 1: 4-10      (Pew Bible p. 662) 

              Liturgist:   This is the word of the Lord.    
                                 All:   Thanks be to God. 



   

EPISTLE READING           1 Corinthians 13: 1-13         (Pew Bible p. 165) 

 Liturgist:   Here ends the reading of the Epistle.    
                                   All:   Praise be to you, O Lord.   
 
GOSPEL READING                  Luke 4: 21-30                   (Pew Bible p. 58) 

                            Pastor:   The gospel of our Lord. 
                                All:   Glory to you, O Christ.  
 
THE CONGREGATIONAL CANTICLE (Hymn Tune # 327, vs. 2  MUNICH) 

 The church from You, dear Savior, Received this gift divine, 
 And still that light is lifted On all the earth to shine. 
 It is the chart and compass That, all life’s voyage through, 
 Amid the rocks and quicksands, Still guides, O Christ to You. 
 
SERMON   "WHAT GOOD WILL IT DO?"     Dr. Swanson 

PASTORAL PRAYER   
 
THE THREE-FOLD AMEN                                                                  Danish 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, GIFTS & 
THE NOISY OFFERING OF LOOSE CHANGE 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM          
                     O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee     arr. Gilbert M. Martin 

 
O Master, let me walk with Thee  
 in lowly paths of service free; 
Tell me Thy secret; help me bear  
 the strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 
Help me the slow of heart to move  
 by some clear, winning word of love; 
Teach me the wayward feet to stay,  
 and guide them in the homeward way. 
 
Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee  
 in closer, dearer company, 
In work that keeps faith sweet and strong,  
 in trust that triumphs over wrong. 
 



In hope that send a shining ray  
 far down the future's broad'ning way; 
In peace that only Thou canst give,  
 with Thee, O Master, let me live. 
 

We thank Aaron Blackham  
for playing the violin obligato  

in the last verse of this morning's anthem. 
                  

*THE DOXOLOGY  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise Him all creatures here below, 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
O God, accept our offerings, and use us to bring life and 
health and hope to your world.  Make us generous and 
faithful stewards of your mysteries, doing your will and 
proclaiming your word; through Christ we pray.  Amen.   

  
*RECESSIONAL HYMN 391 Take My Life HENDON 
 
*BENEDICTION  
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE    Benediction Dan Kreider 

Lord, let us now depart in peace, who in Thy name are gathered here; 
Disclose the brightness of Thy face, and be forever near. 

Lord, let us now depart in peace, who Thy salvation now hath seen; 
Thy love forever show, and Thy full grace impart.  
 

*A TIME OF SILENCE 
 
*CHARGE AND DISMISSAL   

Pastor:  Now go without fear, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 Go in confidence and be God's "Yes" to the world. 
 Feed the hungry, visit the sick, bind up the brokenhearted. 
 Forgive one another. 
 Resist evil and embrace the truth. 
 Proclaim hope to all in despair. 
People:  We go as ambassadors of God’s good news.  



Pastor: Then depart in peace!  Serve the Lord! 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
*POSTLUDE              Praising the Almighty            Edward Broughton     
______________________________________________ 

* THOSE WHO ARE ABLE, PLEASE  STAND 

   
    

Welcome!   Grace and Peace to All! 
We are delighted to have you with us in worship today!  

 Please  indicate your attendance by signing one of the cards in 
the pew rack, and place it in the offering plate when passed. 

Following worship, linger a bit longer and join us for 
Fellowship Time in the Assembly Room downstairs. 

    

YOU WERE GREETED TODAY by Tom Davidson. 

“SOUPER BOWL OF CARING” OFFERING will be received 
at the soup lunch which immediately follows this worship 
service.  Everyone is cordially invited to attend.   

If you are unable to join us for the lunch 
after church, you may still make a 
contribution to the Souper Bowl of Caring 
Offering by placing your donation on this 
morning’s offering plate.  An envelope is 

included in this morning’s bulletin.  Please make your check 
payable to “Covenant Presbyterian Church,” designated “Souper 
Bowl” in the memo.  

Annual Corporation Meeting 
of Covenant Presbyterian Church 
to review 2009 Financial Reports  

Next Sunday, February 7, 2010  
in the Sanctuary immediately following worship. 

(no Fellowship Hour that day) 

       



         SEEKERS’ ADULT CLASS 
                      9:30 a.m. ~ Assembly Room 

 

      Next Sunday ~  February 7, 2010 

    “Walking the Bible” (cont’d) 

The epic film adventure of journalist Bruce Feiler, 
who sets out to travel -- by foot, jeep, rowboat 

and camel -- through the greatest stories ever told. 
 

   

              
In The Life of Our Church 

      
   

Prayer Concerns: 
Ellie Walchesky . . . . . . . Doing remarkably well – now home!  
Jo Towns . . . . . . . . . . . .  Recovering from surgery on Friday at 

Butler Memorial Hospital  
John Towns, Jr. . . . . . . . Will be transferred from Harmarville 

to Sunnyview tomorrow (Monday) 
Helen Ferguson . . . . . . . At Concordia for rehab (Rm. 2039) 
Chuck Schlicht . . . . . . . . At Sunnyview 
Mary Lee Marten . . . . . . Still healing from knee surgery 

Phyllis Thoma . . . . . . . .  At home, but “under the weather” 

For Continued Prayer:    
 Minnie Anderson; Julie & Bud Bruno; Marion Campbell; 

Marian Curran; Eleanor Ritts; Gladys & Ken Strobel; Bill & 
MaryLou Wilson  

Celebrating Birthdays this week:     
Lowell Wetzel (February 2)     

Orville Nicholas (February 5) 

 



 
IN MEMORIAM 

APRIL HACKER 
   ~ January 25, 2010 ~ 

 
An email from Gail Arvay to Pastor Jim received January 26: 
April died last evening [January 25] at 7:55 after her parents 
removed the life support.  All of her family were with her.  The 
decision was made that afternoon after the doctors told them 
that her kidneys did not respond to the dialysis they had given 
her and that her liver was failing.  As difficult as I know it must 
have been for them to make this decision to let their little girl go, 
I know it was right. Thanks so much for bringing her into the 
Covenant family and asking for their prayers. 

April Hacker is the cousin of Trish Waddell, the fiancé of 
Gail Arvay’s  son Matthew.  Trish and Matthew are scheduled to 
be married at Covenant on June 12, 2010.  
 

 
 

Butler Montessori School  
Serving ages 3 to Kindergarten  

“OPEN HOUSE” 
Sunday, January 31, 2010 

2 p.m. - 4 p.m.  
(Classrooms are in Sarver Hall) 

 
Stop by, meet the teachers and aides, see the classrooms and 
learn more about this program! The school is state certified 
by the Pennsylvania State Board of Private Academic Schools, 
and is a nonprofit organization.  For more information, 
contact Chris Love or Joanne DeCola at the school office 724-
283-1846 
 
 
____________________________________________ 



   SOUP LUNCH TODAY !    
You are encouraged to join us today in   
the Assembly Room following worship 
for a Soup Lunch in celebration of the 

                                       Souper Bowl of Caring.   

A free will offering will be accepted to benefit our local hunger 
missions: the Covenant Cupboard and Community Dinners.   

                             The  2010 “Souper Bowl” Challenge 
                      Let’s top $274 (last year’s collection)  
          Our 2010 Goal: $300 or more! 

___________________________________________ 
   

 

In Romans 12:13 we are told to share with God’s people who are 
in need.  “Practice hospitality,” is the way Paul puts it. This 
congregation certainly obeys that command. 

The Souper Bowl of Caring is a grassroots, faith-based crusade 
against hunger. Churches, schools, organizations and individuals 
across the country join to fight hunger and poverty by collecting 
donations.  What is collected stays in each community to help 
fight hunger, but the totals are reported to the Souper Bowl of 
Caring headquarters. Last year Covenant Church collected $274, 
distributed equally between the Covenant Cupboard and our 
Community Dinners. 
 

This year 100% of the donations 
will be directed to Community Dinners 

(since the Cupboard treasury is very solid right now). 
 
Rev. Dr. Brad Smith, founder and executive director states, "This 
is a way for us to put God’s love into action by developing a heart 
for helping others. In 2009, over 13,000 groups raised over $10 
million for soup kitchens, food banks and other helping charities.  
Since the Souper Bowl of Caring began in 1990, over $60 million 
has been given to help those in need.  May God bless our gifts.” 
 

     

 



 

 Coming Very Soon    
                  (you won’t believe how soon!)                  

                 February 16 
        Pancakes & So Much More!                  
 
         Now Accepting Items for the  
                  Ever-Popular Shrove Tuesday Silent Auction  
 
Some donation ideas: Gift Certificates; Gift Baskets; Handmade Items; 
Popular or Seasonal Items; OR a monetary donation which our auction 
organizers will use to purchase items on your behalf.  

Contact Nancy Rettig to report what item you wish to offer for 
auction.    724-285-9881 or 724-355-2486 

_______________________________________   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, February 17, 2010 
SPECIAL NOON HOUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

No word has been received to date of any plans for a Joint 
Presbyterian Evening Worship on Ash Wednesday… watch the 
bulletin for more details as they become available. 

Meanwhile… our Session has approved plans for a Noon Hour 
Worship here in our Sanctuary (including imposition of ashes) to 
accommodate downtown workers and walkers.  All are welcome!   

The service will be brief (25 minutes) and will be followed by a 
(free) light lunch.  This should permit those on “lunch break” to 
return to work by 1 pm. 

 



A Word from Randy Ackley, 
Coordinator of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

 

 

   

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

By now most of the world knows of the terrible earthquake that 
hit Port-au-Prince, Haiti. In the wake of this great human 
tragedy, we are grateful for the outpouring of so many 
expressions of care and generosity from Presbyterians 
everywhere. Because of your quick response, Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance (PDA) was able to double its commitment of 
funds to provide immediate aid those first few days following the 
quake. Your gifts were put to effective and strategic work in 
coordinated efforts with our international and ecumenical 
partners. 

The first phase of response included search and rescue teams, 
food and water distribution sites, and medical care for the 
injured. There is still much work to be done. The death toll keeps 
rising and will most likely exceed 100,000 fatalities. Among the 
dead is a long-time partner in relief efforts, Sam Dixon, executive 
director of United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  

Our hearts are heavy, yet inspired by the daring and faithful 
service of so many caring people. Despite the overwhelming 
circumstances and ever present threat of personal danger, God’s 
love is made incarnate by the courageous and compassionate 
work of God’s people. PDA staff member Carlos Cardenas reports 
from Port-au-Prince that shortages of fuel and transportation 
create extra challenges to the already overwhelming challenge of 
receiving and delivering food, water, and medical supplies.  

Jean Zaché Duracin, who leads the PC(USA)’s partner church in 
Haiti, is living in a tent city in Port-au-Prince. Duracin, bishop of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Haiti, rejected offers to be evacuated 
after his home crumbled in the earthquake.  He vowed to “stay 
with my people.”  



Given the extremely limited resources at the moment, the bishop 
urges American congregations to have patience with regard to 
sending large numbers of volunteers at this time. Every outside 
volunteer places a demand on resources, fuel, food and water 
that is desperately needed by the earthquake survivors right now.  

The Episcopal cathedral is gone. Schools and hospitals are 
destroyed. Government buildings are in ruins. With so many 
symbols of safety and security destroyed, the people search for 
signs of hope.  
 

  How can you give? 

Contributions can be made through the PC(USA) Disaster 
Assistance Program by calling (800) 872-3283, weekdays 
between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. (EST), or mailing your check 
to:  

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
P.O. Box 643700 

Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 

-- Make a notation for “Haiti Relief--DR000064” – 
 

Donations can also be made to The Presbyterian Outreach 
Foundation in support of Haiti relief and recovery efforts.  
Funds will be channeled through partner churches in Haiti 
for their work in addressing the immediate and longer-
term needs of those whom they are serving.  

Make your check payable to “The Outreach Foundation” 
marked “Haiti Earthquake” and send to: 

The Outreach Foundation 
318 Seaboard Lane, Suite 205 

Franklin, TN 37067 


