Serbice for the Public Porship of God

August 2, 2009
Ten O’clock, A.M.

Choir Director/Organist: Beverly Antis
Liturgist: Nancy Blewett

é Pastor: Rev. Dr. James E. Swanson :

THE PRELUDE Dear Lord and Father of Mankind Frederick C. Maker

*THE RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Make a joyful noise to the Lord; sing aloud and give praise!
People: We will worship the Lord with gladness.
Leader: Come into God's presence with thanksgiving,
People: For itis God who has made us and we belong to God.
Leader: Let us enter our time of worship with thanksgiving and praise.
People: Amen, we say. Amen!

*THE HYMN 332 Live Into Hope TRURO
THE FIRST READING Psalm 34 (Pew Bible p. 490)
THE INVITATION TO CONFESSION

THE PRAYER OF PUBLIC CONFESSION

Gracious God: our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide,
and too deep to undo. We have not always loved with the love
of Christ; we have not been working for justice nor battling
evil in our day; we have gone along with evil and warfare,
prejudice and greed.

Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can
no longer bear. Set us free from a past that we cannot change;
open to us a future in which we can be transformed; and grant
us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image
each day; through Jesus Christ. Amen.

A TIME FOR SILENT CONFESSION

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor: Inlife, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone!
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!



*THE GLORIA PATRI 579 GLORIA PATRI

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH A Contemporary Profession of Belief
Auburn University

We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, power
and love, whose mercy is over all his works, and whose will is
ever directed to his children's good.

We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of man, the
gift of the Father's unfailing grace, the ground of our hope, and
the promise of our deliverance from sin and death.

We believe in the Holy Spirit as God’s divine presence in our
lives, whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance of the
truth of Christ, and find strength and help in time of need.

We believe that faith should manifest itself in the service of
love as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord, to the end
that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth.

Glory be to the immortal and all-wise God, in whom we have
had our birth, in whose care we are constantly kept, and unto
whom we shall return when our days on earth are ended.

*THE GREETINGS OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
THE SHARING OF JOYS, CONCERNS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 32: 1-8, 14-18 (Pew Bible p. 626)

Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God

SPECIAL MUSIC Siyahamba South African Hymn
(TRANSLATION: We Are Marching in the Light of God)
Ed Knight, Tenor

THE EPISTLE READING Acts 12: 1-17 (Pew Bible p. 124)

Liturgist: Here ends the reading of the Epistle.
All: Praise be to you, O Lord.

*THE GOSPEL READING  Matthew 23: 1-7, 23-28  (Pew Bible p. 24)
Pastor: The gospel of our Lord.
All: Glory toyou, O Christ.

*THE CONGREGATIONAL CANTICLE - Hymn 321, vs. 1 SONG 13

Holy Spirit, truth divine, Dawn upon this soul of mine;
Word of God and inward light, Wake my spirit, clear my sight.



THE SERMON “ RELEASE FOR THE CAPTIVE” Dr. Swanson
THE PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts and debtors)
THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS & GIFTS

SPECIAL MUSIC " Til the Storm Passes By Mosie Lister
Ed Knight, Tenor
*THE DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*THE UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Use us, O God of miracles, and the offerings we have
brought, to bring life and health and hope to your world.
Make us generous and faithful stewards of your
mysteries, as we share the bounty which you have
granted unto us. Through Christ we pray. Amen.

THE COMMUNION HYMN 504
Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether =~ UNION SEMINARY

THE INVITATION TO THE TABLE

Friends, this is the joyful feast of the whole people of God! ...This is the
Lord’s Table. Our Savior invites all those who trust Him to share the
feast which He has prepared.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts!

People: We lift them to the Lord!

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION and THE COMMUNION (Seated)
A TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION

*THE UNISON PRAYER FOLLOWING COMMUNION

Gracious God, you have made us one with all your people in
heaven and on earth. You have fed us with the bread of life,
and renewed us for your service.

Help us who have shared Christ's body and received his cup
to be his faithful disciples so that our daily living may be
evidence of your kingdom. By the nourishment we have
received at this table, equip us to reach out to others and
work for justice in the world, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, our Savior, and Friend. Amen.



*THE CLOSING HYMN 428 We Give Thee but Thine Own ~ SCHUMANN

*THE BENEDICTION

*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE - Hymn #599 Jacques Berthier
Jesus, remember me, when You come into Your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me, when You come into Your kingdom.

*THE TIME OF SILENCE

*THE CHARGE AND DISMISSAL

Pastor: Now may the blessing of God rest on our heads,
And the Truth of God set us free from all dangers,
real and perceived;
So that in our labor and in our leisure,
In our rising up and our sitting down,
In hours of joy or in days of sorrow,
We shall with gladness of heart
Commend our lives wholly unto Him who keeps us from falling.
Go in peace! Serve the Lord!

People:  Thanks be to God!
*THE POSTLUDE Toccata Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck

* THOSE WHO ARE ABLE, PLEASE STAND

YOU WERE GREETED TODAY by Betty Anderson.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR immediately follows this morning’s worship
service downstairs in the Assembly Room. Hosting today’s Fellowship
Hour is Jeanne Schlicht.

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY
are placed this morning by Nancy & Roger Rettig
In Honor of their First Wedding Anniversary
Today, August 2nd!

SPECIAL MUSIC - GUEST VOCALIST
We are pleased to welcome Mr. Edward Knight,

Choir director at Apollo United Presbyterian == %
Church in Apollo, PA. We thank him for his gifted Qﬁe@
vocals that enriched our worship service this

morning.

Ed served as tenor section leader for Covenant Choir from 2003
through the summer of 2005. He still thinks of Covenant Church as his
“spiritual home” and has many good memories of his time with us.



WELCOME! GRACE AND PEACE TO ALL!
We are delighted to have you with us if you are visiting today! Please
indicate your attendance by signing one of the cards in the pew rack,
and kindly place it in the offering plate when passed.

THIS AFTERNOON!  (ovenant Church presents. . .

WMlichael Desnoyers, Jenor

& Beverly dntis, Piano
Sunday, August 2"

YA M1
>’V < Recital at 2:00 p.m. ~ Sanctuary

Michael has finished his first year of a two-year graduate program at
San Francisco Conservatory, and is spending the summer in the
Studio Program at Chautauqua Institute in New York. (His wife,
Steph, is still on the West Coast because of her job.) He is excited to be
able to sing at Covenant again and is looking forward to seeing lots of
friends here. The recital will include art songs from a performance he
gave at Chautauqua, an aria or two, and probably a couple of Covenant
favorites.

The Public is invited!

There will be a cookies and punch reception
afterwards in the Assembly Room

REMINDER FOR ELDERS

SESSION MEETING this Tuesday, August 4th at 7 p.m.
(Assembly Room)

COVENANT CUPBOARD DONATIONS

Current Need:

Luncheon Meat (Spam)
Instant Mashed Potatoes

FEED THE
Thank-you for your support. HUNGRY

Baskets for your donations are located
in the front hallway at the E. Jefferson St. entrance.



RUMMAGE SALF!
DPon’t want it? WE DCO!

Start gathering
your treasures

for the AUGUST 8TH
SALE

% & 4" ()b 4
(Basement - Fellowship Hall)

Reminders -

Please check that the electrical appliances you are donating are
in working condition.

Please limit clothing donations to one bag per family unit.

W&W&%&‘ If you would like to help with the Rummage Sale,

please fill out the insert in today’s bulletin and place it on the offering plate.

Ba/;ée M‘ If your talent is baking, sign-up sheets for the Bake
Sale are in the Assembly Room. Bring baked goods on Friday, August 7.

GUEST ORGANIST ~ NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 9™

Mary Ann Zeigler will be the guest organist during the 10 a.m. worship service
next Sunday, August ot. Mary Ann is the co-organist at First English
Lutheran Church. Her family ties to Covenant run deep. They were members
of Covenant Church when it was known as First United Presbyterian Church.

On Vacation—
Do not disturb !

Our sexton, Larry Morrison, is
taking a vacation beginning
tomorrow, Monday, August 3rd
through Wednesday, August 12th.
“LittLe LARRY” (aka Nancy Jo!) will
be filling in while BIG LARRY is away.

We wish him a restful and peaceful vacation!




In The Life of Our Church

Prayer Concerns:
Ellie Walchesky ... ..... Knee surgery tomorrow, August 34, at
Allegheny General Hospital in Pittsburgh
For Continued Prayer:

Minnie Anderson; Rev. Wayne Bell; Julie & Bud Bruno; Marion
Campbell; Marian Curran; JoAnn Honneffer (Danny Swanson’s
caregiver); Joan Moore; Eleanor Ritts; Gladys Strobel; John Towns;
Bill and MaryLou Wilson

Birthdays this Week:

Eleanor Ritts - turning 102! years old today, August 2 !

Paul Baxter Hoffman - August 3
C. Andrew Schlicht - August 4
Lester Dunmire - August 7

Anniversaries this week:

Roger & Nancy Rettig --- Married August 2, 2008
Celebrating their 1t Wedding Anniversary (Today)

Congratulations to Mr. & Mrs. Covert

Meghan Wagner and Rob Covert were married at
Covenant Church yesterday, Saturday, August 1t by
Pastor Jim. May their union be a joyous blessing to
family and friends; and may Meghan and Rob enjoy
the richness of all of God’s blessings throughout
their lives.

NOTE: The happy couple will be moving to
Maryland soon to take new jobs.
We’'ll miss them greatly! Via Con Dios!

Dear Church Family,

Jo and I are extremely grateful to the congregation
for their show of support during my recent illness.
This support was important to my eventual recovery
— the many prayers, notes, visits and cards.

Thank you!
John Towns
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August 2, 2009

Lord, be a light to my eyes, music to my ears,
sweetness to my taste, and a full contentment
to my heart. Be my sunshine in the day, my
food at the table, my rest at night and my
provider in all necessities.

Lord, Jesus, I give you my body, my soul, my
substance, my fame, my friends, my liberty,
and my life. Dispose of me and all that is mine,
as it seems best to you and to the glory of your
blessed name.

--John Cosin (1594-1672)
County Durham, England

The Reverend Dr. James E. Swanson, Pastor
Home: 724-252-8383
Church Office: (724) 287-7731
Website: http://covenantbutler.org




