Order of Service for the Public Worship of God

The Lord’s Day ~ April 29, 2007
Eleven O’clock, A.M

Pastor: Dr. James E. Swanson Liturgist: Nancy Blewett
Organist / Choir Director: Miss Beverly Antis

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for
comfort; to all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need a Savior; to
all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst after
righteousness; and to all who will come, this church opens wide her doors and offers
welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

~ ~ ~

THE PRELUDE Welcome, Happy Morning! Charles W. Ore
Awake, My Heart, with Gladness Rudolf Moser

THE CHORAL INTROIT Hail Thee, Festival Day! Ralph Vaughan Williams

*THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN 175
The Lord’s My Shepherd, All My Need EVAN

*THE PRAYER OF ADORATION
THE PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 23:1-6 (Pew Bible p. 484)
THE INVITATION TO CONFESSION

THE CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O Holy God, we call to you and name you as eternal, all-knowing, and
boundless in love. Yet there are occasions, dear Lord, when we fail to recognize
you in the daily routine of our lives. At times, shame clenches tightly around our
hearts, and we hide our true feelings from others, from ourselves, and from you.
Often fear makes us small, and we miss opportunities to seek your strength in
our times of weakness. Without deliberate intention, doubts invade our faith
and our hope. We forget who we are, and whose we are: your children and
heirs of grace.

Ever-present God, in the daily round from sunrise to sunset, remind us again
of your holy presence hovering near us and in us. Free us from shame and self-
doubt. Help us to see you in the moment-by-moment possibilities to live
honestly, to act courageously, and to speak from our knowledge of your word.
Through Christ, who lives and works in us, we pray.

A TIME FOR SILENT CONFESSION

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Pastor:  Though we be lost in sin, God never abandons us to desolation.

People: God so loved the world that he sent his only Son: not to condemn the
world, but so the world through him might be saved!

Pastor: In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone! Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:

People: In Jesus, the Christ, we are forgiven!



*THE GLORIA PATRI 579 GLORIA PATRI

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Questions 62, 63, and 64
from the PC(USA) Study Catechsim

Leader: [62] What do we affirm when we speak of "the holy catholic church"?

People: The church is the company of all faithful people who have given their
lives to Jesus Christ, as he has given and gives himself to them. Since
Christ cannot be separated from his people, the church is holy because
he is holy, and universal (or "catholic") in significance because he is
universal in significance. Despite all its remaining imperfections here
and now, the church is called to become ever more holy and catholic,
for that is what it already is in Christ.

Leader: [63] What is the mission of the church?

People: The mission of the church is to bear witness to God's love for the
world in Jesus Christ.

Leader: [64] What forms does this mission take?

People: The forms are as various as the forms of God's love, yet the center is
always Jesus Christ. The church is faithful to its mission when it
extends mercy and forgiveness to the needy in ways that point finally
to him. For in the end it is always by Christ's mercy that the needs of
the needy are met.

*THE GREETINGS OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON

Kindly pass your written prayer requests to the center so they may be placed into
the basket. These will be included in the Pastoral Prayer of the Day and also
forwarded to the Prayer Cordon for special attention. Thank you.

A MINUTE FOR MISSION Miss Amber Hobaugh

The first two weeks of July this year, Amber will be visiting Nairobi, Kenya to work
in a Child Orphanage through Global Volunteer Network. The orphanage cares for
children who have lost their parents to HIV/AIDS and for children who have been
abused or neglected. Please support Amber in your prayers and with your donations.

THE SHARING OF JOYS, CONCERNS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE CHORAL PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks Donald Fishel
THE FIRST LESSON Acts 9:36-43 (Pew Bible p.121)
Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God!
THE ANTHEM Good Shepherd, You Are Ever Near Carolyn Jennings
THE EPISTLE LESSON Revelation 7:9-17 (Pew Bible p. 231)

Liturgist: Here ends the reading of the Epistle. All: Praise be to you, O Lord.



*THE GOSPEL LESSON John 10:22-30 (Pew Bible p. 99)
Pastor: The Gospel of our Lord.  All: Glory to You, O Christ.

*THE CONGREGATIONAL CANTICLE 111 (vs. 1, 2 only)

Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing! GELOBT SEI GOTT

Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our King!
To all the world glad news we bring: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Lord of life is risen today!

Bring flowers of song, bedeck the way,

Let every tongue rejoice and say: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
THE SERMON “AS IS” Dr. Swanson
THE HYMN 370 (seated) Just As I Am, Without One Plea WOODWORTH
THE PASTORAL PRAYER & THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (using “debts” and “debtors”™)

THE CHORAL RESPONSE Six Fold Amen Robert Lau

THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS AND GIFTS

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM O God, Beyond All Praising Richard Proulx
*THE DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow:
Praise Him all creatures here below:
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*THE UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Almighty God, who in the resurrection of Jesus Christ has given us
victory, we yield our lives and our substance to you. Consecrate us
through the ministries you have given, so that your Kingdom is established
and Christ’s triumph is announced wherever there is warfare, worry and
strife. To you we give all the glory and honor. Amen.

*THE RECESSIONAL HYMN (On Insert)
1 Know That My Redeemer Lives DUKE STREET
*THE BENEDICTION

*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
“Let There Be Peace On Earth” Sy Miller / Jill Jackson

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God as our Father, brothers all are we.

Let me walk with my brother in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now.

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow:

To take each moment, and live each moment in peace eternally!
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.



*THE TIME OF SILENCE

*THE CHARGE AND DISMISSAL
Pastor:  Now may the blessing of God rest on our heads,
And the Truth of God set us free from all dangers, real and perceived,
So that in our labor and in our leisure,
In our rising up and our sitting down,
In hours of joy or in days of sorrow,
We shall with gladness of heart
Commend our lives wholly unto Him who keeps us from falling.
Let us go in Peace and serve the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!

THE POSTLUDE Postlude in D Major Jean Frangois Dandrieu

*Those who are able please stand.

GREETINGS to all this day who worship the God of past, present and future. We
want to get to know you. Please introduce yourself to others sitting nearby during the
passing of the peace.

YOU WERE GREETED TODAY by David and Nancy Blewett.

THE FLOWERS in the Sanctuary are provided by Dorothy Hitchcock in memory of
Larry W. Hitchcock; and in honor of My Loving Family & Friends.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR immediately follows this worship service directly
downstairs in the Assembly Room. Everyone is cordially invited to attend. Hosting
today’s Fellowship Hour is Betty Anderson.

THE FELLOWSHIP & OUTREACH COMMITTEE will meet today in the
Connell Room immediately following this morning’s worship service.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER will be celebrated next, Sunday,
May 6 during the 11 a.m. worship service.

THE GUEST PREACHER - The Reverend Mr. Alan G. Adams, Executive
Presbyter of Beaver-Butler Presbytery will be the guest preacher next Sunday, May 6
during our 11 a.m. worship service. Reverend Adams is also leading the Seekers
Class on the topic of the Presbyterian Church USA.

UPCOMING MEETING: The Worship & Music Committee will meet on
Tuesday, May 8 at 7 p.m. in the Connell Room.

. IN SYMPATHY

(& The love, prayers and sympathy of the congregation are
== = E‘ /éa extended to Larry, Ann, Benjamin and Sarah Morrison
With D(}(;,)psim}m/ly\” upon the death of Larry’s mother, Frances 1. Morrison on
April 21, 2007.




In The Life of Our Church

Prayer Concerns . . .

Ann Morrison. .......... recuperating at home from eye surgery
Ellie Walchesky . ........ scheduled for surgery (Allegheny General) this week
on May 4"

Dorothy Hitchcock ... ... at home, prayers for peace and comfort

Mary Timmons . . ........ prayers for strength and comfort

Muriel Thompson . . ... ... relief from knee pain and chemo treatments

Leah Swanson........... back home in Charlotte, N.C. and teaching first grade
CORRECTION

A transposition error in last Sunday’s bulletin resulted in incorrect addresses for Mr.
& Mrs. Bob Moore (Joan) and Mr. Herbert Enyeart. Below are the corrected
addresses. In addition, we have provided a new telephone number for Mary
Elizabeth Goehring.

we have missed your
birthday or
anniversary, please
accept our apology. If
you would like us to
publish the date in the

Change of Address /
If

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Moore (Joan)

c/o Concordia at Rebecca Residence
3746 Cedar Ridge Rd., Apt. 144-B
Allison Park, PA 15101

Mr. Herbert G. Enyeart

“ Chronicle and bulletin,
18112 247 Ave. N. please call the church
Plymouth, MN 55447 office at 724-287-7731.
Mary Elizabeth Goehring
Concordia Assisted Living
134 Marwood Rd.

Cabot, PA 16023-2245
724-360-0906

Celebrating birthdays this week...
Eliza Hope Drohan - May 1 (Happy 6" birthday)
Julie Bruno - May 5
Peter Gall - May 5
Sam Hamilton - May 5

90™ BIRTHDAY

N

Dr. Carl Bean, a former member of Covenant Presbyterian Church,

celebrated his 90™ birthday on April 3. Many may remember Ida and

Carl Bean, long-time members, who moved to Saxonburg, PA at the

end of 2001. The Beans are now members of Jefferson Center
@31 Presbyterian Church in Saxonburg. Dr. Bean currently resides at
gl Concordia Lutheran Ministries Haven III. April 21, 2007.

THE BIBLE AND HANDEL’S MESSIAH

Finale: This Wednesday, May 2" @ 1:00 p.m. at St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church. Pastor Jim will lead the final session...Hallelujah!



REV. ALAN ADAMS, EXECUTIVE
PRESBYTER, BEAVER-BUTLER

EB PRESBYTERY TO LEAD SEEKERS and
PREACH NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 6™

The Reverend Mr. Alan Adams, Executive Presbyter of Beaver-Butler Presbytery
will present the second part of his lecture on the Presbyterian Church USA next
Sunday, May 6. Rev. Adams’ emphasis for the May 6" class will be the Beaver-
Butler Presbytery. Seekers is an adult topical discussion class which meets each
Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. in the Assembly Room. Tea, coffee and a snack are
available before class.

Would you like to maintain the aesthetic beauty of the Covenant Presbyterian
Church grounds? Would you like to help perpetuate a tradition of the
Church? Would you like to enjoy the fresh air, get some light exercise, and
enjoy the companionship of some wonderful men and women?

Then you should participate in the annual Stake Out Day to be conducted
Saturday, May 12 at the church. Wear appropriate clothing and bring one
or two yard tools with you. The event begins at 9:00 AM. Make up date for
rain is Saturday, May 19.

SUGGESTED DONATIONS FOR
COVENANT CUPBOARD

MAY - Noodles and/or Tuna

(Baskets for your donations are available in the
foyer at E. Jefferson St.)

Last Opportunity - Final Performance

Die Flevermaus (The Bat)

Sunday, April 29, 2007 at 7:30 PM at Swope Recital Hall, SRU Campus
Tickets: $5 adults / $3 students (open seating)

All proceeds benefit the Marianne Cornetti Vocal Scholarship Fund

In case we forgot to mention. ..
MICHAEL DESNOYERS IS PERFORMING . ..
PLAYING THE PART OF GABRIEL VON EISENSTEIN!




' Cinga ol .
I‘rf’\‘rf‘\,r"“ BHS THESPIANS SPRING MUSIC

“A Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum”

Friday, May 4 & Saturday, May 5
7:30 p.m.
Senior High School Auditorium

Tickets: $5 (available at May’s Music
Shoppe and at the door)

You can help tofund Amber Hobaugh’s mission trip to Kenya by:

(1) purchasing Aromalight Soy Candles,
\, (checks payable to “Amber M. Hobaugh”),

(2) making a cash donation (checks payable to
“Covenant Presbyterian Church” in any amount),

(Sl /G
@ /)

&—/’;} and/or
g (3) prayer.

\ Soy candle orders and donations will be taken
Amber' S downstairs during Fellowship Time following

P - worship today. Amber will be on hand to talk
MlSS on TI" I p about her mission and to answer questions.

CLEAN BURNING SOY CANDLES COME IN 12 POPULAR SCENTS

Small 10 ounce candles will burn up to 70 hours and cost $ 11.00 ea.
Larger 16 ounce candles will burn up to 140 hours and cost $ 16.00 ea.

Amber Hobaugh is the daughter of Dale and Bev Hobaugh of Butler. If you haven’t
guessed, her proud and loving grandmother is none other than Donna Hobaugh!
Amber is currently a student at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, where she is
president of the local chapter of Health-Systems Pharmacists, member of Kappa
Epsilon professional pharmacy sorority, and treasurer for the Academy of Student
Pharmacists. Among many honors and accomplishments, Amber has received the
Pennsylvania Society of Health-System Pharmacists Student Award for being
“actively involved in initiatives to advance the practice of health-systems pharmacy.”
We wish you God’s grace and peace as you prepare for this exciting trip, Amber!



AN INTRODUCTION TO
SHEEP BEHAVIOR

Based on information gathered from
1llini SheepNet, University of Illinois

Sheep are Not Stupid

Contrary to what you may have heard or read, sheep are not stupid. They
rank just below the pig and on par with cattle in intelligence among farm
animals. Sheep react to their surroundings according to instincts that have
been developed over centuries.

Sheep will Run From What Frightens Them

In the overall scheme of things sheep are grazers, which means that before
domestication, they obtained their entire feed supply by grazing grass and
shrubs. At that time their only means of survival was to run from danger and
to band together in large numbers for protection. Just like humans, sheep
like to maintain a distance, or safe zone, between themselves and others.
(Flight distance is defined as the space between themselves and others the
sheep will tolerate before moving.) The flight distance varies a great deal
depending on the situation the sheep or human is in. In a normal situation,
when the sheep is relaxed, the distance is small. However, if danger in the
form of a dog or a strange person appears then it is greatly increased and the
sheep moves away.

Sheep are Gregarious

By “gregarious,” is meant that sheep band together and pretty much stay
together when grazing etc. This isn't because they particularly like each other,
although they are social animals, but rather for protection. Even with
domestication, sheep retain these defense mechanisms; they run from
perceived danger, and they band together for protection. Exploitation of these
instincts is what has made the Border Collie a favorite choice of American
shepherds for flock control. (Sheep see the dog as a predator, or danger, so
they band together for protection and move away from the danger. By
controlling the dog, a shepherd actually controls the flock.)

Of considerable interest is the fact that Middle-eastern shepherds, including
Jesus and those of his day, prefer to “lead” their flocks rather than “drive”
them. Instead of using dogs to force the flock ahead, the eastern-style
shepherd stands in front of the flock and calls to the sheep (often by name).
They hear his voice and follow where he leads. Sheep see in color, and
although they have poor depth perception, they possess practically unlimited
peripheral vision (320 degrees.) Sheep also have excellent hearing.

Sheep will Follow Each Other

You've heard the expression, "Get one to go and they will all go." This means
that if one sheep starts to move, then the entire flock will follow. Such
behavior can be attributed to the gregarious nature of sheep and their desire
to stay together for protection.



Sheep will Move Toward Another Sheep or Friend

Again, because of their instinct to stay close together, sheep will move
toward another sheep or a perceived friend. Oftentimes the “friend” is the
person who feeds the sheep. By capitalizing on this instinct, shepherds have
controlled sheep movement for centuries. In this case the sheep will follow
other sheep that are moving toward the shepherd who feeds them.

Pastor’s Note: Consider Jesus’ command to Peter in last week’s gospel from
John, chapter 21: “Feed my lambs... Feed my sheep.”

Sheep Can Be Easily Terrified

Most herders wash their show flock one at a time and then blanket each
sheep before returning it to the drying pen. The following scenario can be all
too common: A washed and groomed sheep (let’s call her Fluffy) is returned
to the pen all decked out in her new blanket and hood. The other sheep in the
pen immediately panic at the sight of this fearful "monster” in their midst!
Actually, Fluffy may have been out of the pen for less than half an hour, but
the blanket and the hood make her seem a total stranger to the rest of the
flock. They react in the only way they know how -- to increase their distance
and run away in fright. Poor Fluffy, not knowing that she is the reason her
friends and family are now terrorized, sees them run and naturally thinks
“Danger!!” so she runs after them seeking protection. (This, of course, only
makes matters worse. The faster the flock runs, the faster Fluffy runs to catch
up to them.) Usually this chapter ends with a very frustrated herder
(shepherd) and a bunch of exhausted animals who must learn to tolerate one
another all over again. (Any human counterparts here??) One thing that
usually helps calm the panic is to first remove the hood on Fluffy’s head to
allow the other sheep to see her face. (Hmmm...just like humans, who fear
what we cannot see, and are soothed by familiarity.)

PSALM 23
(TEV, Today’s English Version)

1 The LORD is my shepherd; I have everything I need.
2 He lets me rest in fields of green grass
and leads me to quiet pools of fresh water.
3 He gives me new strength.
He guides me in the right paths, as he has promised.
4 Even if I go through the deepest darkness,
I will not be afraid, LORD, for you are with me.
Your shepherd’s rod and staff protect me.
5 You prepare a banquet for me,
where all my enemies can see me;
you welcome me as an honored guest
and fill my cup to the brim.
6 I know that your goodness and love
will be with me all my life;
and your house will be my home as long as I live.




JUST AST AM
Words: Charlotte Elliott, 1835. Music: William Bradbury, 1849.

Just as [ am, without one plea / But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee / O Lamb of God, I come, [ come

Just as [ am, without one plea / But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee / O Lamb of God, I come, [ come.

Just as I am, and waiting not / To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot / O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, though tossed about / With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without / O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind / Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all I need in Thee to find / O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive / Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe / O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, Thy love unknown / Hath broken every barrier down;
Now, to be Thine, yea, Thine alone / O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, of that free love / The breadth, length, depth, and height to prove,
Here for a season, then above / O Lamb of God, I come, I come!

Miss Charlotte Elliott was visiting some friends in the West End of London,
and there met the eminent minister, César Malan. While seated at supper, the
minister said he hoped that she was a Christian. She took offense at this, and
replied that she would rather not discuss that question. Dr. Malan said that he
was sorry if had offended her, that he always liked to speak a word for his
Master, and that he hoped that the young lady would some day become a
worker for Christ. When they met again at the home of a mutual friend, three
weeks later, Miss Elliott told the minister that ever since he had spoken to her
she had been trying to find her Savior, and that she now wished him to tell her
how to come to Christ. “Just come to him as you are,” Dr. Malan said. This
she did, and went away rejoicing. Shortly afterward she wrote the words to the
hymn, “Just As I Am.”

Today this hymn has become one of the most well-known hymns of all time,
popularized especially as an altar call song for many years in Billy Graham’s
crusades. (Graham chose the title of the hymn as the title of his 1997
autobiography). Miss Elliott’s beloved hymn is often sung to the tune
SAFFRON WALDEN as to well as to the tune WOODWORTH, associated with
Billy Graham’s evangelism.




April 29, 2007
Fourth Sunday in Eastertide

Savior, like a shepherd lead us,
much we need Thy tender care;
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us,
for our use Thy folds prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.

William Batchelder Bradbury, 1859

The Reverend Dr. James E. Swanson, Pastor
Home Phone: (724) 752-8383
Church Office: (724) 287-7731
Website: http://covenantbutler.org



