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Jó zef Buchbinder (Pólish, 1839-1909), "The Baptism óf the Lórd," 1850 
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Baptism of the Lord 

January 11, 2025, 11:00 AM 
 Pastor: Rev. John C. R. Silbert   TV Producer: Brian F Graff, C.P.  
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~ Order of Worship ~ 
** = Please stand, as able 

The Gathering 

PRELUDE & TIME OF CENTERING  

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor:  In the waters of baptism,  

People: God marks us as kindred in his name. 

Pastor: In the waters of baptism, the heavens open up and the Spirit pours out 

love. 

 People: In the waters of baptism, God names us Beloved. 

Pastor:  In the waters of baptism, The Lord God claims us as his own. 

People: Let us worship God! 
 

** OPENING PRAYER  
 

**OPENING HYMN 482               Baptized in Water                         BUNESSAN 

 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION & CORPORATE PRAYER CONFESSION  

 We are incredibly stubborn, O Lord. We have entered the season in which Your Light 

has been given to the world, your blessings have been poured out on the world, and yet all 

we can think about is our own problems, our own needs, our own desires. Help us to desire 

you, Lord. Help us to yearn for your presence. Pour your baptismal waters over us again, 

cleansing us from our self-pity and arrogance. Nourish and heal us so that we may joyfully 

serve you. Wash away our jealousy, greed, and all negative thoughts and behaviors that stand 

in the way of our truly being the people you have called us to be. 

Again, let us receive the blessings offered in creation, in the birth and baptism of Jesus, 

and in the ministry of the saints of light. We ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
 

A TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Pastor:  The love of God is always offered to us, freely, joyfully, for all eternity. 

Rejoice, dear friends, this is the Good News of our Lord.   

 People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God! 
 

**CONFESSION RESPONSE 581 Glory Be to the Father                              GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.  



**THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 Leader:  Steadfast love and faithfulness shall meet; righteousness and peace  

   will kiss each other. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 People: And also with you. 

The Word 

**ILLUMINATION 459 v.1  O Word of God Incarnate                           MUNICH 

O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, 

O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky: 

we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page, 

a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age. 
 

HT LESSON  Isaiah 42: 1 – 9                                                                                 Pew Bible P.584 

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. People:   Thanks be to God! 
 

PSALM 29 Hymn 10 Sing Glory to the Name of God                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

    

NT LESSON  Acts 10: 34 – 43                                                                                Pew Bible P.895     

         Leader:   Here ends the reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

  People:   Praise be to You, O Lord! 
 

**GOSPEL LESSON     Matthew 3: 13 – 17                                                 Pew Bible P.784 

        Pastor:   The Gospel of Our Lord.         People:   Glory to You, O Christ! 
 

**CANTICLE 288  Spirit of the Living God                                                           LIVING GOD 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. (x2) 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 

THE MESSAGE      Making God Manifest             PASTOR JOHN 

 

**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                               Nicene Creed (Ecumenical) 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 



 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
(and the Son), who with the Father and the Son, is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come. Amen. 

The Eucharist 

PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS & GIFTS 
 

**DOXOLOGY 606         Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                OLD HUNDREDTH           

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

**THE INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

 Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: Blessed are you, O Lord our God: All glory, majesty, and might are yours, 

for you are the maker of heaven and earth. Your voice resounds over the 

water; it shakes the wilderness and fills the temple, declaring that the 

former things have passed; now a new thing is springing forth! 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining the song of the universal church and the 

heavenly choir: 
    

 Congregation: Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                     SETTING THREE    

   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant:  Blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior: At his baptism by John in the Jordan, 

you opened the gates of heaven. You sent down your Holy Spirit, like a 

dove, saying: This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased. 

 Remembering your goodness and grace, we offer ourselves to you with 

gratitude As we share this joyful feast  -- Great is the mystery of faith: 



 All:  Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again. 

Celebrant: Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and cup; make us 

one in the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Send us out, by the power of your Spirit, to proclaim the peace of Jesus 

Christ, inviting all people to believe in him and be baptized in his name, 

and to gather at the feast he prepares, eating and drinking with our living 

Lord. 

 Through the Lord Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Spirit, we bless you, God 

of glory, now and forever. 

 People: Amen. 

 Celebrant: And now, let us pray for the coming of the Kingdom as our Lord has  

   taught us: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

**THE COMMUNION     Seated (follow the Pastor’s instructions) 
 

**THE RESPONSE AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

HYMN 535 Bless the Lord, O My Soul                                             BLESS THE LORD 

 Celebrant:  Bless the Lord, O my soul; 

 People:  And all that is within me, bless God's holy name! 

 Celebrant:  Bless the Lord, O my soul; 

 People:  And forget not all God's benefits. 

Celebrant: Let us pray: 

All: We give you thanks and praise, O God, that you have fed us with your 

mercy and poured out your Spirit in this place. Continue to nourish and 

fill us each day, that we may live as your beloved people; in the name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The Sending 

**HYMN 156               Sing of God Made Manifest                                    SALZBURG 
 

**THE CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 



 

 

 

POSTLUDE   

 

 

 

Membership at Covenant United Presbyterian Church 

If you are reading this information in our Worship Bulletin, you already belong here at Covenant 
United Presbyterian Church. Here, all are welcome, and membership in the congregation is not 
required to participate in any of our activities and ministries. By becoming a member, you will 
have voice and vote in congregational meetings and can better express your commitment to 
Jesus Christ through this church. Welcoming people as members helps us to get to know them 
better and to support you more fully – letting all of us stay engaged and grow in faith together. 
Individuals may join the church by Profession of Faith and Baptism (for those who have never 
been baptized), by Reaffirmation of Faith (for those who are not currently active members of 
another Christian church), or by Transfer of Church Letter (for those on the active roll of another 
church.)  Contact Pastor John to find out more. 

 
 

Church Announcements 
 

Wait! Don’t Go Yet! Join us for conversation and light snacks in the Sanctuary right after the 

service. Thanks to Sandy Graff for hosting today! Regular fellowship downstairs returns February 

1st. 
 

Donations: “Tithely” at covenantbutler.org or “Tithley” Smartphone App 
 

ABBE Group Meeting: The Books are in!  We are reading Niall Williams’, This Is Happiness. We 

will meet this Wednesday, January 14th, at 11 AM.  We will need to discuss when we will meet 

as Pastor John’s Spring term begins Wednesday, January 21st (continuing M/W/F until late 

April!).  The Books are in the church office. Please read through chapter nine. 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting: Sunday, February 1, 2025 – Corporation & Ecclesiastical 

Reports presented, plus Election of Elder Slate. 
 

January 18: Noisy Offering of Loose change 
 

Celebration: January 12 Rev. Bob Mathias’ Birthday! 

   



 

 

Prayer List: If you have a prayer request, please 

contact the Prayer Cordon: Virginia Lokovich 724-

287-3920, Jane Hall 724-287-5410, Pastor John 

412-779-6148, or            

covenantoffice@zoominternet.net  

 

Please Pray for: 

The Family of the Rev. William Jamieson, mourning his death on January 6. It was not long ago 

that his beloved wife, Jenn, preceded him. The Memorial Service for Pastor Bill was held 

yesterday at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Evans City. 

Alene Campbell, Ione Mathias’ mother, is in the hospital with respiratory illness. 

Connie Swartzfeger, continued healing and resting after recent surgery. 

Danielle, Lynn Deluga’s neighbor, experiencing health issues with pregnancy. 

Pam Patterson, residing at Concordia Cabot. 

Jane Faulkner, Ann Morrison’s sister in CA, that an appeal made to Whitehouse.gov will break 

the impasse with FEMA concerning her ongoing housing situation. 

Scotty McAliley, Ann Morison’s cousin in Marietta, Georgia, continues with chemo-therapy 

treatments every two weeks for the remainder of her life.  She treasures each day and week 

she can visit with her parents in North Carolina on off-weeks. 
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Matthew 2: 10 - 11 

 

S T F I G O L D E D S M 

T H E N N M W A S E I O 

A T M D I A P H N M H T 

R S A H R R Y M E L O H 

O T T H E Y S C C E F E 

P S T N T O T H N H F R 

E E H E N J O I I W E U 

N H E H E U P L K R R S 

I C W W S R P D N E E A 

N T H E I R E O A V D E 

G K N E L T D W R O N R 

H O M A G E H N F G A T 

 

Word List 

FRANKINCENSE    OVERWHELMED    TREASURE    ENTERING    STOPPED    OPENING    OFFERED    
MATTHEW    MOTHER    HOMAGE    CHESTS    THEIR    MYRRH    KNELT    HOUSE    GIFTS    CHILD    
WITH    WHEN    WERE    THEY    THEN    THAT    STAR    PAID    MARY    GOLD    DOWN    SAW    JOY    

HIS    HIM    HAD    AND    ON 
 

(Matthew 2:10-11) When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. (11) On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 

down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

 

 

 

Preludes at 3:40 PM 


