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November 19, 2017 

We gather together to sing the Lord’s praises 

To worship the Father through Jesus, His Son. 

In this celebration, All sing with jubilation. 

We are His holy people whose freedom He won. 

-- verse 1 of the familiar hymn 

We Gather Together 

(the text used in Roman Catholic hymnbooks) 

__________________________________ 

 

The Rev. Dr. James E. Swanson, Pastor 

Pastor’s Phone:  724-752-8383 / 724-712-1407 

Church Office Phone: 724-287-773 

Website: http://covenantbutler.org 

Social Media: facebook.com/covenant230 

 

 

 

 



Order of Service for Worship  
 

November 19, 2017 

Eleven O’clock, A.M. 

 

Rev. Dr. James E. Swanson, Pastor 

Organist/Music Director:  Beverly Antis 

Liturgist of the Month:  Ann Morrison 
   
   

THIS IS GOD’S HOUSE ~ ALL ARE WELCOME HERE ! 

Even as the world seeks to judge or divide us according to our 

economic, racial and ethnic groups, ages, gender, abilities, 

preferences, politics and theological positions, we believe that in 

Christ there should be no such division. 

Our congregation is strengthened through difference and 

diversity, and in the name of our Lord, we welcome all who come 

seeking refuge and healing from condemnation, prejudice and 

discrimination. 

 
 

PRELUDE                       Aisling Gheal                    Traditional Celtic 

                                    Lars Morrison, flute 

 

CHORAL INTROIT            I Will Worship the Lord  John Rutter 

I will worship the Lord all the days of my life; 

I will tell of his glory and will show forth his praise; 

I will sing and rejoice, for the Lord is my stronghold. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   

                                                                   —John Rutter                                                         

*OPENING HYMN # 551  

 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR 

 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

WELCOME BY THE HOST PASTOR                              Rev. Jim Swanson 

PSALM OF THE DAY           Psalm 123: 1-4 (Pew Bible OT p. 498) 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 

Most holy and merciful Father:  

We confess to you and to one another 

that we have sinned against you by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 



We have not loved you with our whole heart  

and mind and strength. 

We have not fully loved our neighbors as ourselves, 

nor have we always had in us the mind of Christ. 

You alone know how often we have grieved you 

by wasting your gifts and by wandering from your ways. 

Forgive us, we pray, most merciful Father, 

and free us from our sin. 

Seek us out and reclaim us.  Renew in us  

the grace and strength of your Holy Spirit, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ your Son, our Savior.  
 

 
A FEW MOMENTS FOR SILENT CONFESSION 

  LITANY OF THANKSGIVING with ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Worshippers are invited to take a turn  
in the reading of the ten petitions.  

 

Even #s – *Saint Andrews  /  Odd #s -- Covenant 

  
If you are able, please stand and speak loudly.  
The congregation shall respond, as indicated. 

 

Pastor: Give thanks to the Lord, for it is God who is good.  

People: God's love is everlasting.  

 

Pastor: Come, let us consider our blessings. 

People: We come before God with thanksgiving.  

Reader 1:  For the good world— 

   for things great and small,  

   beautiful and awesome;  

   for seen and unseen splendors; 

 All:  Thank you, God.  

*Reader 2:  For human life— 

   for talking and moving and thinking together;  

   for common hopes and hardships  

   shared from birth until our dying; 

   All:  Thank you, God.  

Reader 3:  For work to do and strength to work— 

   for the comradeship of labor;  

   for exchanges of good humor and encouragement; 

 All:  Thank you, God.  

*Reader 4:  For marriage— 

   for mutual joys and burdens shared; 

   for memories of a lifelong partner 

   departed now but not ever forgotten,  

   one day to embrace again in heaven;  

 All:  Thank you, God.  



Reader 5:  For family—  

   for living together and eating together;  

   for exchanges of good humor and encouragement; 

   for family amusements and family pleasures; 

 All:  Thank you, God.  

*Reader 6:  For children—  

   for their energy and curiosity;  

   for their brave play and startling frankness;  

   for their sudden sympathies and quick forgiveness; 

 All:  Thank you, God.  

 

Reader 7:  For the young—  

   for their high hopes;  

   for their irreverence toward worn-out values;  

   for their passion for fairness and their work for justice;  

   for their solemn vows; 

 All:  Thank you, God.  

 

*Reader 8:  For growing up and growing old—  

   for wisdom deepened by experience;  

   for rest in leisure;  

   and for time made precious by its passing; 

 All:  Thank you, God.  

 

Reader 9:  For your help in times of doubt and sorrow—  

   for healing our diseases;  

   for preserving us in temptation and danger; 

 All:  Thank you, God.  

 

*Reader 10:  For our church and its saints, past and present;  

   for the good news we receive by Word and Sacrament;  

   and for our life together in the Lord, 

   sharing and caring for each other 

   in all the seasons of life. 

 All:  We praise you, God.  

Pastor:  Above all, O God, we give thanks for your Son, 

  our Lord, Jesus — who lived and died, 

  who rose again for our salvation. 

People:  We thank and praise you, Eternal God, 

  for the bounty of all these blessings. 

 Pastor:  Friends, above all, let us give thanks for our 

  Lord and King, the Ruler of all. 

  Let us rejoice and give thanks for the good news  

  of the gospel!  

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

*THE GLORIA PATRI 579                                                  GLORIA PATRI 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                       The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) 

  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth.   

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived 

by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended 

into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

*GREETINGS OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP  ~ brief version ☺ 

SHARING OF JOYS, CONCERNS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHORAL PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 Bless the Lord, O My Soul       Robert Lau 

  Bless the Lord, O my soul, my soul, 

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, my soul.     —Psalm 103:1 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                         Pastor Merry Meloy  

                                                     Judges 4: 1-7          (Pew Bible OT  p. 191) 

                     Liturgist:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

           All:    Thanks be to God. 

SPECIAL MUSIC                  A Scottish Blessing                David Blackwell 
 

Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church Choir 

Under the direction of Deanna Golden 

Be a light before to lead me, be a guiding star above: 

Jesu, may I always know thee, may I always know thy love. 

 

There is no bird that soars the mountain, 

there is no deer upon the hill, 

There is no creature of the forest, 

But shall sing thy praises still. 

 

Be a kindly shepherd for me, keep me safe through all my days, 

Jesu, may I always know thee, may I always sing thy praise. 

 

 



There is no life that swims the ocean, 

There is no creature of the sea; 

There is no fish within the river, 

But proclaims its praise for thee. 

 

As the day falls into evening, as the night is lit with stars, 

At the ending of life’s journey may the heavenly peace be ours. 

 

Let every creature in God’s kingdom, 

Let every life upon the shore 

Sing praise to God, the world’s creator, 

Sing praises now and evermore. 
—from a Scottish blessing, 

adapted by David Blackwell 

EPISTLE LESSON     1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11   (Pew Bible NT  p.  960) 

                       Liturgist:   Here ends the second lesson.   

                                  All:   Praise be to you, O Lord.   

*GOSPEL READING          Matthew 25: 14-30 (Pew Bible NT p. 807)  

                          Pastor:    The Gospel of our Lord.  

                      All:   Glory to You, O Christ. 

*CONGREGATIONAL CANTICLE ~ Hymn #333  

  Seek Ye First LAFFERTY 
 

 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God And His righteousness, 

And all these things shall be added unto you.  

Allelu, alleluia! 

Ask and it shall be given unto you, Seek and ye shall find, 

Knock and the door shall be opened unto you. 

Allelu, alleluia!    

SERMON                     “ WASTE NOT ”                 Pastor Jim Swanson 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

CHORAL AMEN Three-fold Amen  Beverly Antis 

HYMN # 428 We Give Thee but Thine Own SCHUMANN 

 



PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS & GIFTS 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM             Kuimba Asante       Dave and Jean Perry 
 

O lift your voices in jubilant song, 

to praise the Spirit who makes us one. 

 

REFRAIN: 

Sing glory, kuimba utukufu, 

sing praise, kuimba sifa, 

sing glory, kuimba utukufu, 

sing thanks to God. kuimba asante. 

 

Now all God’s children, in every land, 

lift your song in thanksgiving, 

and clap your hands.   REFRAIN 

 

In every language sing thanks to God, 

creator of us all; 

God’s grace and goodness we celebrate  

with voices great and small. 

 

Arigato, We thank You, 

asante, we thank You, 

gracias, we thank You, 

spaciba, we thank You.  REFRAIN 

 

O lift your voices in jubilant song, 

to praise the Spirit who makes us one.  REFRAIN 

 

Sing thanks to God, sing thanks, 

sing thanks to God.            
 

 

*THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 

 Praise Him all creatures here below, 

 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

O God, accept our offerings, and use us to bring life and 

health and hope to your world.  Make us generous and 

faithful stewards of your mysteries, doing your will and 

proclaiming your word; through Christ we pray.  Amen.  

                     
*RECESSIONAL HYMN # 555 

 Now Thank We All Our God NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT 

 

*THE BENEDICTION 

 



*CHORAL RESPONSE  

May God Bless and Keep You       Robert Wetzler 
 
May God bless and keep you  

   till we meet again; meet again. 
 

*A TIME OF SILENCE 

*THE CHARGE & DISMISSAL                                 Elder Dave Loebell 

 Leader: May the road rise to meet you;   

   May the wind be always at your back; 

   May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

   The rains fall soft upon your fields, 

   And until we meet again 

   May God hold you in the hollow of His hand. 

  ---An Irish Blessing 
 

Pastor:  As sisters and brothers of Christ sent into the world… 

  Let us go in peace, and serve the Lord ! 

People: Thanks be to God! 

*POSTLUDE           Toccata on ‘Nun Danket alle Gott’             Robert Lau 

       

 _________________________________________________ 

* Those who are able, please stand 

 

YOU WERE GREETED TODAY BY  Nancy & David Blewett.                

  
JOIN US FOR  FELLOWSHIP TIME ! 

Immediately following worship each 

Sunday… please stay for conversation (and 

food!)  downstairs in the Assembly Room. 

Hosting Today:   People for Peace  

 

 

 

 

 
 
We extend a warm welcome and “thank you!” to the members of 

Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church for joining us today for 

worship.  Also, a special thank you to Deanna Golden and the choir 

of Saint Andrews who provided special music during this morning’s 

worship service.  

 
 
 



 
 

The CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 

 

this Thursday, Nov. 23rd  

and Friday, Nov. 24th   

in observance of Thanksgiving 

  

From all of us on the Church Staff,  

to you and yours -- 
 

Wishing you a most blessed (and 

delicious) holiday as you gather 

together with family & friends. 

     Pastor Jim, 

           Bev, Tom, Lars  

                      and Elsie    
 

 
If you have an emergency, please contact Pastor Jim  

@ 724-752-8383 (home) or 724-712-1407 (cell) 
 

    
 

 
 

Thanks so much to all of the members of the 

congregation who wished me well, showering me 

with cards, notes, and gift cards in celebration of my 

birthday last Sunday. Additional greetings are still 

arriving in the mail, and are very much appreciated.  

Thank you also for continuing to keep me in your 

thoughts and lifting me up with your prayers. 

Sincerely, BeverlyBeverlyBeverlyBeverly    
__________________________________ 

CHRISTMAS  MEMORIALS 

 
Too early to think about Christmas?  Not 

really.  The Poinsettia plants will be 
placed in the Sanctuary for the First 

Sunday of Advent, Dec.  3rd 

 
Christmas Decorating ~ Sat., Dec. 2nd @ 9:00AM 



Please order your poinsettia as early as possible so that the 
plants will be delivered in time for decorating.   

A form for Christmas Flowers is enclosed. 

Please make checks payable to:  

Covenant Presbyterian Church 

    marked “Flower Fund” in the memo 

A complete list of donors will be published in the Christmas Eve 
Lessons & Carols bulletin, on Sunday, December 24th. 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
You will find installment #29 of the book “Through Succeeding 

Years” - an historical account of the history of First Presbyterian 

Church from 1813-1938 - in this morning’s bulletin. Future 

installments will be forthcoming.   (Back issues are available in the 

narthex.) 

Note: The names listed at the top of the insert (#29) were 

prefaced in the book with the handwritten identifying 

nomenclature “Congregation:” (a word that extended the 

print margin). 

REMINDERS: 

 

PLEDGE CARD 2018 REMINDER 

If you were unable to be with us last Sunday for pledge 
dedication, extra pledge cards are available in the narthex. 

 
Please place your completed pledge card in 
the envelope provided and place it on this 
morning’s offering plate or mail it to the 
church.    
 

If you have already submitted your 

completed pledge card for 2018 … THANK YOU! 
 
      

 

 Noisy Offering of Loose Change 

(last Sunday of each month) 
 

Next Sunday, November 26th ~ 11:00 AM Worship  



Bring your change to worship with you next Sunday and be 

prepared to . . . “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord!”  

 

 

MISSION UPDATE 

 

21 

Shoeboxes…were prepared and filled by our members and 

friends to make this Christmas a joyful one for impoverished 

children across the globe.  The boxes will be delivered to St. 

John’s Reformed Church on Evans City Rd., the local distribution 

center, and then sent on to the Samaritan Purse Mission Project 

headquarters for distribution. 

Thank you, Everyone, for your love and generosity. 

Audrey CarlsonAudrey CarlsonAudrey CarlsonAudrey Carlson, Mission Chairperson 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Jim has placed A FEW MORE books  
on the tables in the Assembly Room 

 

Check out the new additions, and please help “downsize” his 
library.  Take home as many titles as interest you  

(or might interest a friend).   Thanks! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns 
 

Diane Dancik ~ friend of Mary Reefer who has been diagnosed 

with cancer which has spread to her liver and bowels 

 

Donna Hobaugh ~ keep her in prayer; Donna has Alzheimers 

and lives at 100 Newhaven Lane. 

      Note her NEW ROOM ADDRESS:  Rm. 6-B   

Allen Kitchen (husband of Rev. Mary Kitchen) ~ now faces 

surgery at Cleveland Clinic on the 11th of next month.  

 



Others: 

Clyde Hilliard (Betty Butler’s 91 yr. old brother),  

Ray Blaine, Pat Foringer, Bill & Jennie Jamieson, 

Rose Curry, Ruth Lugibihl 

 

PRAYER CORDON:  Tuesdays at 12 noon in the Church Library.  

To request prayer, contact Virginia at 724-287-3920. 

 

 

 
Happy Birthday! 

 

 

Grace Sechler (November 19) 

Danny Swanson (November 21) 

Olivia Janet Drohan (20th birthday November 25) 

--daughter of Matt & Samantha Drohan 

Ava Grace Holland (1st birthday November 25) 

--daughter of Amber (Butler) Holland & “J.R.” Holland 

--granddaughter of Betty Butler 

 

New Email Address  

Please make a note in your personal church 
directory of the new email address for: 

Gina Loebell:     

    gloebell@yahoo.com 

______________________________________________ 

 

Thanksgiving Thoughts 
by the Rev. Gradye Parsons,  

formerly Stated Clerk of the PC(USA) General Assembly 

 

Maybe we should skip Thanksgiving this year. After all, it has been 
a rough year -- congressional bickering, accusations of powerful 
people violating public trust, reports of collusion and a profound 
and perplexing confusion about who we are and what we are to 
be about (as a nation, as a church, as individual members of a 
civil society). We still have sons and daughters in harm’s way. 
The number of people who are addicted, homeless, sick, and 
hungry grows daily. 

 

But a look back at two sets of personalities that make up our 
Thanksgiving tradition might be helpful: first, the pilgrims… and 
the Native Americans known as the Pakanokets who gathered 
together in the fall of 1621.   



Nathaniel Philbrick tells the story of that first fall harvest, with the 
ready availability of wild game (including turkeys) and the five 
freshly killed deer that the Pakanokets brought to the event.  
They did not have a long table with a white tablecloth in the 
dining room; rather, theirs was a giant outdoor “potluck.” 

 

The second personality connected to our Thanksgiving tradition is 
President Abraham Lincoln, who issued a Thanksgiving Day 
proclamation in 1863. Neither those in 1621 nor in 1863 had 
much reason to give thanks.  The little pilgrim band suffered 
devastating loss during that first year. Less than half of those 
who landed on Plymouth Rock were still alive. And Lincoln’s 
proclamation came during the Civil War when our nation was a 
country of widows and grieving parents.  

 

Perhaps their acts of thanksgiving were a reflection of the great 
Hebrews 11:1 definition of faith — “the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Thanksgiving this 
year may be one of those times when we would do well to 
remind ourselves that the things not visible to the human eye 
are what bring us the greatest joy and peace.  Blessings to you 
this Thanksgiving, in Christ our Lord! 

 
 

 
 


