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PLEDGE DEDICATION
SUNDAY
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it.”
--Psalm 24:1
__________________________________
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Order of Service for Worship
November 12, 2017
Eleven O’clock, A.M.
Rev. Dr. James E. Swanson, Pastor
Organist/Music Director: Beverly Antis
Liturgist of the Month: Ann Morrison

THIS IS GOD’S HOUSE ~ ALL ARE WELCOME HERE !
Even as the world seeks to judge or divide us according to our
economic, racial and ethnic groups, ages, gender, abilities,
preferences, politics and theological positions, we believe that in
Christ there should be no such division.
Our congregation is strengthened through difference and
diversity, and in the name of our Lord, we welcome all who come
seeking refuge and healing from condemnation, prejudice and
discrimination.

He Shall Feed His Flock

PRELUDE

G. F. Handel

Lars Morrison, flute
Beverly Antis, Piano
CHORAL INTROIT

I Will Worship the Lord

John Rutter

I will worship the Lord all the days of my life;
I will tell of his glory and will show forth his praise;
I will sing and rejoice, for the Lord is my stronghold.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
—John Rutter
*OPENING HYMN # 476
O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!

LYONS

*PRAYER OF ADORATION
PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 78: 1-7

(Pew Bible OT p. 468)

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)
Most holy and merciful Father:
We confess to you and to one another
that we have sinned against you by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart
and mind and strength.
We have not fully loved our neighbors as ourselves,
nor have we always had in us the mind of Christ.
You alone know how often we have grieved you
by wasting your gifts and by wandering from your ways.
Forgive us, we pray, most merciful Father,
and free us from our sin.

Seek us out and reclaim us. Renew in us
the grace and strength of your Holy Spirit,
for the sake of Jesus Christ your Son, our Savior.
A FEW MOMENTS FOR SILENT CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor: Though we be lost in sin, God never abandons us.
People: God so loved the world that he sent his only Son:
not to condemn the world,
but so the world through him might be saved!
Pastor: In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone!
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:
People: In Jesus, the Christ, we are forgiven!
*THE GLORIA PATRI 579

GLORIA PATRI

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

from The Belhar Confession

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the
communion of saints called from the entire human family.
We believe that Christ's work of reconciliation is made
manifest in the church as the community of believers who
have been reconciled with God and with one another;
We believe that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an
obligation for the church of Jesus Christ;
We believe in the triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
who gathers, protects and cares for the church through
Word and Spirit.
This, God has done since the beginning of the world and
will do to the end. Thanks be to God!
*GREETINGS OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP
A FEW MOMENTS FOR MISSION ~ Audrey Carlson
--Operation Christmas Child
SHARING OF JOYS, CONCERNS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHORAL PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Bless the Lord, O My Soul

Robert Lau

Bless the Lord, O my soul, my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul. —Psalm 103:1

Joshua 24: 1-3a, 14-25 (Pew Bible OT p. 187)

FIRST LESSON

Liturgist: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE LESSON

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18 (Pew Bible NT p. 960)
Liturgist: Here ends the second lesson.
All: Praise be to you, O Lord.
*GOSPEL READING

Matthew 25: 1-13

(Pew Bible NT p. 806)

Pastor: The Gospel of our Lord.
All: Glory to You, O Christ.
*CONGREGATIONAL CANTICLE ~ Hymn #333
Seek Ye First

LAFFERTY

Seek ye first the kingdom of God And His righteousness,
And all these things shall be added unto you.
Allelu, alleluia!
Ask and it shall be given unto you, Seek and ye shall find,
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you.
Allelu, alleluia!
SERMON

“ EXPECT DELAYS ! ”

Pastor Jim

In her commentary (Working Preacher, Pentecost 23A), Dr. Susan
Hylen offers what I found to be a really helpful insight. She writes:
The point of the parable is not constant readiness. ‘Keep
awake’ does not imply that the disciples should never sleep,
standing vigil through the ages for Christ’s imminent return.
In fact, all of the bridesmaids, wise and foolish, are asleep
when the shout announces the groom’s approach.
What is distinctive about this parable is its focus on the
delayed return of the expected one. The passage does not
simply call for right action in the groom’s absence. It calls for
recognition that he may be delayed.

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Three-fold Amen

Beverly Antis

"Sleepers, Wake!" A Voice Astounds Us

WACHET AUF

CHORAL AMEN
HYMN # 17

PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS & GIFTS
Keep Your Lamps!
Spiritual
arr. by Andre Thomas
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
the time is drawing nigh.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Children, don’t get weary,
Children, don’t get weary,
Children, don’t get weary,
’til your work is done.
Christian, journey soon be over,
Christian, journey soon be over,
Christian, journey soon be over,
the time is drawing nigh.
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
the time is drawing nigh.
*THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God, accept our offerings, and use us to bring life and
health and hope to your world. Make us generous and
faithful stewards of your mysteries, doing your will and
proclaiming your word; through Christ we pray. Amen.

Following the Prayer of Dedication,
Please be seated.
Kindly pass your pledges to the center aisle,
and the Ushers will come around again
to receive the envelopes.

THE DEDICATION OF PLEDGES FOR 2018
Pastor: People of God, I invite you to dedicate your pledges and to
commit yourselves and your whole lives to God's holy word
and to God’s loving purpose for us as a family of faith. Let us
pray:
People: Almighty God, by your holy word you sent forth your
Son to bring us salvation and to redeem the world.
You have called us together to be a community of love,
teaching your way and serving others in need. Keep
us ever close to your word, that it might be written
upon our hearts.
Pastor: Help us to grow in faith and love toward you, so that we might
always live in trust and hope. Center us in lives of thankful
giving and faithful loving.
People: By your word, O Lord, guide our lives, inspire our
thoughts, shape our attitudes, lighten our darkness
with eternal hope, and fill our hearts with joy.
Receive, O God, these pledges of commitment which
we have brought forward this day.
Pastor: Creator God, you have given us good gifts in abundance so that
we, in turn, may give generously to others and be diligent in
the ministries you have called us to perform. Now bless and
consecrate these pledges of support and prayer.
People: Be present in the life and work of your people here at
Covenant Presbyterian Church. Help us to be good
and faithful stewards.
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to
be––are grounded in you. Praise to the Father, and to
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
*RECESSIONAL HYMN # 357
O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee
*THE BENEDICTION
*CHORAL RESPONSE
May God Bless and Keep You

Robert Wetzler

May God bless and keep you
till we meet again; meet again.
*A TIME OF SILENCE
*THE CHARGE & DISMISSAL
Pastor:

For your goodness and generosity
in giving us all we need,

MARYTON

People:

this week help us to be grateful, O God.

Pastor:

In every circumstance of life,
in good times and bad,

People:

this week help us to trust you, O God.

Pastor:

In love and faithfulness,
with all that we have and all that we are,

People:

this week help us to serve you, O God.

Pastor:

As disciples of Christ sent into the world…
Let us go in peace, and serve the Lord !

People:

Thanks be to God!

*POSTLUDE

God Bless Our Native Land

Wilbur Held

_________________________________________________
* Those who are able, please stand
YOU WERE GREETED TODAY BY Nancy & David Blewett.

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TIME !
Immediately following worship each
Sunday… please stay for conversation (and
food!) downstairs in the Assembly Room.
Hosting Today: Connie Brown

TODAY is
Pledge Dedication Sunday
During this morning’s worship
service, we will receive and
dedicate our pledge cards for 2018. If you have forgotten your
card, extras are available in the narthex.
FOR THOSE WHO ARE UNABLE TO BE HERE TODAY,
YOU MAY MAIL YOUR CARD TO THE CHURCH.
THANKS!

“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we
give.” ― Winston S. Churchill
“No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of
another.” ― Charles Dickens

You will find installment #28 of the book “Through Succeeding
Years” - an historical account of the history of First Presbyterian
Church from 1813-1938 - in this morning’s bulletin. Future
installments will be forthcoming.
PEWTER COMMUNION SERVICE

---PRESENTED BY--MRS. SAMUEL A. (CAROLINE) PURVIANCE

---AND--MISS MARY IRVINE
1845
SILVER COMMUNION SERVICE

---PRESENTED BY--MR. SAMUEL M. LANE
1878
__________________________________________

COMMITTEE MEETINGS THIS WEEK
THIS TUESDAY, November 14th:
(in the Assembly Room)

√ Administration & Stewardship @ 10:30 am
THIS WEDNESDAY, November 15th:
(in the Assembly Room)

√ Property Committee @ 6:30 pm (precedes Session)
√ Session @ 7:00 pm

Prayer Concerns
Donna Hobaugh ~ keep her in prayer; Donna has Alzheimers
and lives at 100 Newhaven Lane.
Note her NEW ROOM ADDRESS: Rm. 6-B

Others:
Clyde Hilliard (Betty Butler’s 91 yr. old brother),
Ray Blaine, Pat Foringer, Bill & Jennie Jamieson,
Rose Curry, Ruth Lugibihl

PRAYER CORDON: Tuesdays at 12 noon in the Church Library.
To request prayer, contact Virginia at 724-287-3920.

NEXT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19th
COMBINED SUNDAY SCHOOL &
WORSHIP
(Here at Covenant with Saint Andrews)

Seekers Class
@ 9:45 am (Assembly Room)
…with Rev. Fred Young
Topic: Listening skill and scripture to help us in our
times of prayer and demands of life.

Morning Worship Service
@11 am (Sanctuary)
Members of Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church will be staying
after the Seekers Class for the 11 am Worship Service in the
Sanctuary. In addition to our Covenant Choir, the choir of Saint
Andrews, under the direction of Deanna Golden, will perform
special music following one of the Scripture readings.

Pastor Jim has placed MORE books
on the tables in the Assembly Room
Check out the new additions, and please help “downsize” my
library. Take home as many titles as interest you
(or might interest a friend). Thanks!

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS
Too early to think about Christmas? Not
really. The Poinsettia plants will be
placed in the Sanctuary for the First
Sunday of Advent, Dec. 3rd
Christmas Decorating ~ Sat., Dec. 2nd @ 9:00AM
Please order your poinsettia as early as possible so that the
plants will be delivered in time for decorating.
A complete list of donors will be published in the Christmas Eve
Lessons & Carols bulletin, on Sunday, December 24th.

Happy Birthday!
Nancy Jo Moorhead (November 13)
Sarah Morrison (November 14)
Grace Sechler (November 19)

Congratulations & Blessings!
Tom & Linda Burkley ~
November 15th
(Celebrating 20 years of marriage)

Commentary on Today’s Gospel
by John Kavanaugh (Jesuit author)

Today’s gospel portrays ten bridesmaids-- five of them foolish,
five wise. The foolish ones have brought no oil reserve for their
lamps, in case the first allotment runs out. The groom is late.
Finally, he appears at midnight.

The unprepared call out to the others, “Give us some oil.” But
the provident tell the foolish to get their own. And so the chance
is missed, the door barred, even as those left behind cry for
opening. It is too late. The moral of the story: “Keep your eyes
open, for you know not the day or the hour.”
We never know the hour or the day. All ten bridesmaids, recall,
were asleep. The difference was that five of them were prepared.
The point is not that we should calculate when destiny might
arrive. It is that we should be ready for it every moment of our
lives.
To be wise, then, is not to calculate the time of departure. It is to
spend the present moment—the waiting—well.
We rush through the day trying to “get things done.” When we
are not getting things done, we think we are wasting time. But
the real waste of time is the way we rush through it. In hurrying
to prepare ourselves for things not yet upon us, we are
unprepared for what is here.
The last things are the lasting things: this moment of gratitude,
this one gift of another breath, this particular person before me,
this chance to hope, this hour to believe. It is all now.
Eternity is now. And God is with us. All that we need is to be
alert. At life’s end, no matter what the hour or day, we will only
welcome the One to whom, in our rare wise times of prayer and
meditation, we have learned to be attentive.

