Covenant Presbyterian Church
Butler, Pennsylvania

September 24, 2017
“For the error bred in the bone
Of each woman and each man
Craves what it cannot have:
Not universal love,
But to be loved alone.
As Abel was a threat to Cain,
So it has ever been.”

-- W. H. Auden (1907-1973)
__________________________________
The Rev. Dr. James E. Swanson, Pastor
Pastor’s Phone: 724-752-8383 / 724-712-1407
Church Office Phone: 724-287-773
Website: http://covenantbutler.org
Social Media: facebook.com/covenant230

Order of Service for Worship
September 24, 2017
Eleven O’clock, A.M.
Rev. Dr. James E. Swanson, Pastor

Organist/Music Director: Beverly Antis
Liturgist of the Month: Nancy Rice

THIS IS GOD’S HOUSE ~ ALL ARE WELCOME HERE !
To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all
who mourn and long for comfort; to all who struggle
and desire victory; to all who sin and need a Savior;
to all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all
who hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to all
who will come–this church opens wide her doors and
offers warmest welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Prince of Peace and the Light of the world.

My Lord and God

PRELUDE

James Southbridge

CHORAL INTROIT
I Will Worship the Lord

John Rutter

I will worship the Lord all the days of my life;
I will tell of his glory and will show forth his praise;
I will sing and rejoice, for the Lord is my stronghold.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
—John Rutter
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN # 263
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

ST. DENIO

*PRAYER OF ADORATION
PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 105: 1-6, 37-45

(Pew Bible OT p. 484)

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed – by what we have
done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry, and
we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us
and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your name all the days of our
lives.

A TIME FOR SILENT CONFESSION
THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor: God so loved the world that he sent his only Son-not to condemn the world, but so the world
through him might be saved!
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
*GLORIA PATRI 579

GLORIA PATRI

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

from “A Declaration of Faith” (1977)

The Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (PCUS)

We declare that Jesus is Lord!
His resurrection is a decisive victory over
the powers that deform and destroy human life.
His lordship is hidden.
The world appears to be dominated by people
and systems that do not acknowledge his rule.
But his lordship is real.
It demands our loyalty and sets us free
from the fear of all lesser lords who threaten us.
We maintain that ultimate sovereignty
now belongs to Jesus Christ in every sphere of life.
Jesus is Lord!
He has been Lord from the beginning.
He will be Lord at the end.
Even now he is Lord!
*GREETINGS OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP
NOISY OFFERING OF LOOSE CHANGE (Last Sunday of each month)
--to benefit Refreshing Springs Ministry
A FEW MOMENTS FOR MISSION ~ Gina Loebell

--"An Update on Martha Sommers"
SHARING OF JOYS, CONCERNS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHORAL PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Bless the Lord, O My Soul

Robert Lau

Bless the Lord, O my soul, my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul. —Psalm103:1

FIRST LESSON

Exodus 16: 2-15

(Pew Bible OT p. 55)

Liturgist: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SECOND LESSON

Philippians 1: 21-30

(Pew Bible NT p. 953)

Liturgist: Here ends the second lesson.
All: Praise be to you, O Lord.
*GOSPEL READING

Matthew 20: 1-16

(Pew Bible NT p. 801)

Pastor: The Gospel of our Lord.
All: Glory to You, O Christ.
*CONGREGATIONAL CANTICLE ~ Hymn #333
Seek Ye First

LAFFERTY

Seek ye first the kingdom of God And His righteousness,
And all these things shall be added unto you.
Allelu, alleluia!
Ask and it shall be given unto you, Seek and ye shall find,
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you.
Allelu, alleluia!
SERMON

“ FEELING CHEATED ”

Pastor Jim

BRIEF COMMENTARY BY DAVID LOSE: “There is an implicit
choice posed by this parable that is available to us regularly: do
we take stock of what we think we deserve… or of all the things
we’ve been blessed by that we don’t deserve? Do we look for
places in our lives characterized by lack and scarcity… or do we
name and give thanks for places of abundance. Do we reflect on
what others have and we do not… or do we delight in the
wonder of all that we have been given to which we had no
guarantee or right to expect? Do we, in short, choose
comparisons or do we choose joy?”

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CHORAL AMEN

Three-fold Amen

Beverly Antis

Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee

HYMN # 310

ST. AGNES

PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS & GIFTS
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Bless Us, O Lord

Bernard Hamblen

Bless us, O Lord, we humbly pray;
All through this day and every day,
Be Thou our comfort, guide and stay;
Bless us, O Lord.
Give us to know Thy will Divine,
Hopes and desires to Thee resign;
Take Thou our hearts and make them Thine,
Hear us and bless us, O Lord.
Guide us through shadowed paths or bright,
So may we choose our way aright;
Thou are the Way, the Truth, the Light;
Guide us and bless us, O Lord.
Help us, we pray, in danger’s hour;
Thou art our rock, our shield and tower;
Save us by Love’s Almighty power,
Hear us, O Lord, help us, O Lord,
Bless us and save us, O Lord.
*THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*THE UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God, accept our offerings, and use us to bring life and
health and hope to your world. Make us generous and
faithful stewards of your mysteries, doing your will and
proclaiming your word; through Christ we pray. Amen.
*RECESSIONAL HYMN #388
O Jesus, I Have Promised

ANGEL’S STORY

*THE BENEDICTION
*CHORAL RESPONSE
May God Bless and Keep You
May God bless and keep you
till we meet again; meet again.

Robert Wetzler

*A TIME OF SILENCE
*THE CHARGE AND DISMISSAL
Pastor:

Now may the blessing of God rest on our heads,
and the Truth of God set us free from all dangers,
real and perceived; so that in our labor and
in our leisure, in our rising up and our sitting down,
in hours of joy or in days of sorrow, we shall with
gladness of heart commend our lives wholly unto Him
who keeps us from falling.

Pastor: Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!
*POSTLUDE

"Pavane"

Maurice Ravel

Lars Morrison, flute

* THOSE WHO ARE ABLE, PLEASE STAND
YOU WERE GREETED TODAY BY Connie Brown.

Today during Fellowship Hour!
Results of the Congregational Survey
Please stay for fellowship hour as we present
the results that you submitted,
with a time for listening to your thoughts.
Time to let your voices be heard!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TIME !
Immediately following worship each Sunday we gather
for a time of “food and fellowship.” If you are a visitor,
please join us for fellowship (and food!).
Hosting today: Nancy & Bill Rice

You will find installment #21 of the book “Through Succeeding
Years” - an historical account of the history of First Presbyterian
Church from 1813-1938 - in this morning’s bulletin. Future
installments will be forthcoming.
(Back issues available in the narthex.)

Seekers Class
Next Sunday, Oct. 1st !
Always interesting, always educational !

Sundays @ 9:45 am in the Assembly Room
Special Guest Speaker:

Rev. Jim Campbell
Topic:

“Science and Theology Shake Hands”
5-part series continues—Oct. 1 & 8
Join us as we explore the relationship between science and
theology. Rev. Jim Campbell will be leading our discussions. A
retired Presbyterian pastor, Jim taught science for 13 years before
entering seminary. In his words, “Isn’t it time for science and
theology to shake hands and work together?”

~ All are welcome! ~ Refreshments at 9:30 am ~
________________________________________
Next Sunday!

World Communion Sunday
Sunday, October 1, 2017
@ 11 am Worship Service
Communion will be “come forward”
--with breads representing many nations

PC(USA) PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING
WILL BE RECEIVED NEXT SUNDAY

A brochure and remittance envelope is included
with this bulletin and also in next Sunday’s bulletin.
____________________________________________

Please make checks payable to “Covenant Presbyterian
Church” marked “Peacemaking” in the memo.
25% of the total collected will remain with our congregation
for local peacemaking efforts (to be determined by Session).
____________________________________________

$ $ Financial Snapshot ~ AUGUST 2017 $ $
Total Budgeted Expenses

$ 14,526

Budgeted Income from All
Sources

$ 8,999

Taken from Reserve Funds
to meet expenses

$ 5,527

2017 Pledges Received to Date
33 pledges for a total of $96,536

Coming Soon !

FELLOWSHIP &
MOVIE MATINEE

Saturday, October 7, 2017
(comfortable seating in the Assembly Room
… borrowing couches and chairs from the Ladies’ Lounge!)

Food at 4:00pm
(Main Dish is Provided)

“Bring a side dish or snack to share!”

 Movie at 4:30 pm
“The Intern”
Comedy (2015) - Rated PG-13 for some suggestive content and brief strong language

STARRING: Robert DeNiro, Anne Hathaway, Rene Russo,
Adam DeVine, and Anders Holm

SYNOPSIS: Ben Whittaker (DeNir0) who is a retired, well-off widower
in Brooklyn is bored with the relative inactivity of his current, pleasant
mode of living, and applies for a position in a “Senior Intern Program”
at an e-commerce concern called “About The Fit.” Ben winds up
reporting to its founder, Jules Ostin (Hathaway), a highly driven gogetter whose relentless focus makes her immediately distrustful of
anyone who has an insight as to how she conceives and runs her
business. Ben admires Jules and brings his experience as a
businessman to bear on Jules’ own enterprise in the spirit of sharing
knowledge rather than that of correction.

All are welcome! Invite your Friends!
__________________________________

Save this important date!


Saturday, October 21st
@ 6 pm



“A Celebration of Pastor Jim
& Karen’s Ministry”
(Pastor Jim’s Pre-Retirement Dinner)

Dr. Swanson’s official retirement as Pastor of Covenant
Presbyterian Church begins January 1, 2018 …but due to the
busy Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays this year, the
Transition Team wisely selected October 21st to honor and
celebrate the Swansons’ 14 years of service to the members &
friends of Covenant Presbyterian Church and to the Butler
community.
A special catered (buffet-style) dinner has been arranged with
Patty Kate Caterers of Prospect, PA. Invitations have been
mailed out. If you have not received yours by mid-week or
would like to include others who are not members or relatives
but who have a special connection to Pastor Jim, please
contact the church office at 724-287-7731. A copy of the
invitation & reservation card is posted on the Assembly Room
bulletin board.

On Sunday, October 22 during the
Fellowship Hour, you will have the opportunity
to express your appreciation to Pastor Jim
(and his family!) for all the blessings and benefits
of their ministry, love and friendship!
Please bring a thank you card…extend a hand
in friendship… write a personal note… and/or
bring a gift card to present to the Swansons as a
token of your appreciation.
NOTE:

This is a separate celebration from the Retirement Dinner
and we hope you can be present for both occasions!

Math Mondays
____________________________

For Students in grades 5 and 6
Begins Tomorrow,
Monday Sept. 25
3:40 pm - 5:00 pm
Classes held in the Shaffer Memorial Room - 2nd floor
Use Entrance on E. New Castle St.

To volunteer, or for more information:
Call Peggy Cartwright, Director @ 724-421-9141

______________________________________

Monthly Cleaning Day
THIS SATURDAY, September 30th @ 9:00 am - ?

“Many hands make light work!”
Please bring rags, buckets or other
cleaning supplies which would be helpful.

____________________________________
APPORTIONMENT REMINDER
~ $44 per adult member on the
Active Roll of Covenant Church ~
Extra envelopes are available in the narthex if you have
not had the opportunity to contribute.

Please make checks payable to Covenant Presbyterian Church
marked “per capita” in the memo section and place on this
morning’s offering plate. If enclosing cash, please write your name
on the envelope.
____________________________________________

Collection Week ~ November 13-20, 2017
For anyone interested in participating in this wonderful project
again this year, colorful "shoeboxes" are available in the Assembly
Room.
Fill the shoebox with fun toys; hygiene items, such as
comb, soap, washcloth, hand towel, hair brush; and
school supplies.
Important to Note: Do NOT include: candy; toothpaste;
used or damaged items; war-related items, such as toy guns, knives
or military figures; seeds; chocolate or food; liquids or lotions;
medications or vitamins; breakable items, such as snow globes or
glass containers; or aerosol cans.
This year a donation of $9 is requested to cover
shipping and project costs.
Thank you,

Audrey Carlson., Mission Committee Chair
____________________________________________

The People for Peace
Study Book:
“The Evolution of Faith:
How God is Creating a Better
Christianity”
by Philip Gulley
This Thursday, September 28th
@ 11AM ~ Assembly Room
(Class is held 2nd & 4th Thursdays each month
Sept. 28; Oct. 12, 26; Nov. 9, no class Nov. 23; Dec. 14)

BOOK SYNOPSIS:

“The Evolution of Faith”
Phillip Gulley, famous for his own controversial theology that
affirms universality, urges us in The Evolution of Faith to let
go of our tightly held beliefs and start the journey toward a
dynamic faith. Faith should always be seen as a work in
progress, and this accessible guide will be a must-have tool for
those interested in where the Christian faith is going today.

This Class is open to everyone!
Nancy Rice, Class Convener
Questions? . . . See or contact Nancy @ 724-256-5366
Study Books are available today for purchase
at a cost of $8.50 (See Nancy Rice)
~ Lesson materials will be made available each class period
for those who do not wish to purchase the book. ~

______________________________________________________

BRIEF COMMENTARY ON TODAY’S GOSPEL

“ Envious Comparisons”
by John Kavanaugh, S.J.
______________________________________________________
“Are you envious because I am generous ? ”
(Matthew 20:15b)

In our more honest moments, Christ’s parable of the estate owner
and the day laborers might well distress us. Some hard-working and
enterprising souls start laboring in the vineyard at dawn.
Subsequent groups arrive at noon, mid-afternoon, and late
afternoon and are put to work by the landowner. Finally, at the
moment of payoff, those hired last receive a full day’s pay—and get
paid first. Naturally, those who started working at the break of day
are not pleased with such a sweet deal.
But the landowner, claiming that no injustice was done or
agreement broken, does not accept their complaint. “I am free to do
as I please with my money, am I not? Or are you envious because I
am generous?”
I think the complainers had a point. The arrangement just isn’t fair.
Surely the full-day workers did more to win the rewards of payment
and approval. Surely they should have some compensation to match
their efforts, so by any just comparison or calculus of effort, they
deserve more.

But more of what? More love? More happiness? How could there be
more of that, unless love and happiness were themselves in some
way unsatisfying to us? This matter of grace, this life of the
kingdom, is not a calculus of rationality. It is a bountiful gratuity.
St. Paul seems to have felt this mystery of abundance. Even the
greatest goods of life no longer hold him in thrall. He loves them,
true. But it is a love that has ceased to grasp or compare or feel
cheated. It is finally a love that gives, that says “yes” rather than
worrying about “getting less than someone else.”

Prayer Concerns
Update on John Prichard’s father (James W. Prichard)

[ email received from John on Wed., Sept. 21 ]
The situation with my Dad changes daily and has the potential
to change hourly. Saturday of last week my Dad was brought
home from Tucson Medical Center in order to have hospice
care at home. On Monday he was taken off of most of his
meds. As of now he is resting comfortably in a hospital bed. He
has two CNA Caregivers 24 hours per day. He sleeps most of
the time, appears to not be in pain, and when he is awake has
some awareness of his surroundings. He is able to converse
with those around him.
Today is his ninth consecutive of not eating food. He is taking
liquids although not as much as three or four days ago.
Thank you to everybody for your thoughts and concerns about
my Dad. Those wishing to send cards may do so at the following
address:
James W. Prichard
6653 East Carondolet Drive
Apartment 215
Tucson, AZ 85710-2150
Two hours, two days, or two weeks. Nobody knows.

John P.
(The prognosis does not look good; pray also for Dr. John
Prichard during this time )

PRAYER CORDON: Tuesdays at 12 noon in the Church Library.
To request prayer, contact Virginia at 724-287-3920.

In Sympathy:
The love, prayers and sympathy of the congregation are
extended to the Rev. David Byers & Family upon the death of
Rev. Byers mother, Elizabeth G. (Brown) Byers, age 95, of
Hopewell Twp., who passed away on Sunday, Sept. 17, 2017.
(Rev. Byers is the Pastor of Vanport Presbyterian Church and
is the Stated Clerk of Beaver-Butler Presbytery.)
__________________________________________

Bev…
Beverly is completing her second month of
chemo and will return to Johns Hopkins
this week to get her first re-staging scan
on the 25th and 26th of September.
She is diligently working to manage her
energy levels, and we’re so glad to see her each Sunday “on the
bench” (be it “piano” or “organ”.)
You are continually in our hearts and prayers, Bev!
__________________________________________

Happy 14th
Birthday:
Laybin Daye
September 26th
__________________________________________

Congratulations ! … to Bob Heaton,
“Distinguished Citizen”
Bob was awarded this honor on Sept. 21 by the Moraine Trails
Council of the Boy Scouts of America.
 SEE NEXT PAGE 

2017

International
Peacemaker
Rev. Pek Muan Cuang
FROM MYANMAR

This Evening
Speaking at Center Presbyterian Church
in Slippery Rock
Sunday, Sept. 24th at 7 PM.
An ordained pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Myanmar (PCM),
Rev. Cuang is passionate about the challenges facing his country.
He sees the religious community as playing a significant role in
providing leadership, assistance, relief and comfort. With a
population of more than 60 million, his Buddhist-majority country
faces daunting problems from flood devastation, poverty, and
divisiveness among groups, in addition to antiquated systems
education, transportation, electrical access, and health care (many
of which are fraught with corruption).
At this moment, a humanitarian crisis is unfolding in a northern
province of Myanmar between Rohingya Muslims and the
government’s army, creating a refugee crisis at the Bangladesh
border. While Rev. Cuang is able to speak on all of these issues, he
is currently involved in research for his PhD on the Myanmar
prisons, which have some the worst prison conditions in the world.

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear Rev. Cuang’s
presentation, followed by a time for Q & A.

